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offence of the son, Your father had under-gone many hardships
for you* When you were a child and pus was coming out of
your cock-bitten finger, and you were incessantly crying because
you could not bear the pain, your father kept your finger in his
mouth, sucked and spat out your pits, and thus quieted your
pain. In order to make you sleep he had to keep your finger In
his mouth for hours together at times. You may now think, if
you like, how you are repaying his sacrifices for you"1'3. Hearing
these words, Kuiiik was ashamed of his conduct, and immediately
hurried towards the prisoned house to release his father. On the
way he saw an a>e, and thinking to break the chains from the
feet of his father with it, he look it up and ran towards the
prison* When Srenik saw him rushing towards him with an axe,
he naturally thought that he was coming to kill him, and he
immediately committed suicide* Thus Kuiiik had not actually killed
his father94 as he is said to have done in some history books,
but he indirectly caused him to commit suicide1*9.

This event took place eight years before the   ParinirvSii   of

Buddha96 and Srenik had remained In prison for 12 months97*

Some writers believe (including some Jaina writers also) that
he remained in prison for twelve years, while others believe that
he remained in prison for twelve months, 1 believe In the
second theory.

(93)  Modern yotiths should beat in mine1 the words of Chilians, Emperor

PriyadarsiD* in his inscriptions/ has also advised young men to pay respect to
the orders of their elders,

(94)  E, H. 1* pp 48.  The author has stated   that   BaucMba   writers are
prone to misrepresenting facts in order to show the   low character   of  non-
Bauddhas, He says, fif For those reasons  I now  reject the  ButWhist  tale of
Ajatsatru's murder of his father*f>

(95)  KuJJik thus became the cause of his father's death as was indicated
by the first desire of eating king's flesh* primarily felt by Chilians when she

pregnant, Cf. 73 above.

(96)  I, A, Vol. 22 pp'227; C. H, I pp 167; Ch. L pp 6. lf 8 years  before
death ".

See the next paragraph*
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